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Photo caption: Global Electric Motors (GEMs) such as this will soon be found on area bases.
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Naval Station Mayport and NAS Jacksonville to Get Mini Electric Cars

New Clean Fuel Cars Good for Environment, Affordable 
Jacksonville, Fla. – They may look funny but the Navy’s new mini alternative vehicles are real gems, Global Electric Motors (GEMs) that is. To conserve energy and save money, Navy Public Works Center Jacksonville (PWC JAX), is purchasing five GEMs, two for Naval Station Mayport and three for Naval Air Station Jacksonville. 

PWC JAX will be leasing these vehicles across the Southeast Region and customers will have a choice of either a two or four passenger vehicle. The lease will have minimum three-year contract with an early turn-in penalty. “Providing this lease program will save our customers money. The trend of alternative fuel vehicles is moving toward these electric vehicles and we need to be proactive in bringing these opportunities to our customers,” says PWC JAX Commanding Officer Capt. Charlie Khan. 

Customers could see savings of up to 57 percent per year. For example, the annual cost for renting a compact pickup is $4,257, a passenger van is $5,561 and a GEM is $2,371. These totals include the monthly rental plus the fuel cost. 

The clean fuel vehicles can be used on any road posting a speed limit of 35 mph or less, both on and off base. Drivers of these vehicles must hold a valid drivers license. GEMs have a top speed 24 mph and comply with the mandatory motor vehicle safety equipment required by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). “The weather in the south is perfect for this vehicle. They are great for getting around on the base,” claims Frank Rogers, transportation specialist, PWC JAX. Additionally, the vehicles are easy to operate and run up to 30 miles before recharging. 
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The Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) manages the planning, design, construction and public works support for shore facilities for U.S. Navy activities around the world. We provide the Navy’s forces with the operating, expeditionary, support and training bases they need. NAVFAC is a global organization with an annual volume of business in excess of $8 billion. As a major Navy Systems Command and an integral member of the Navy and Marine Corps team, NAVFAC delivers timely and effective facilities engineering solutions worldwide.

Naval Facilities Engineering Command: www.navfac.navy.mil


